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4 DERTIS E NE NT. | 


T HIS Sermon was compos'd, without any the 
leaſt View to the Public, ſolely for the Uſe of 


thoſe 3 ons, to which my Services belong. 
Many who heard it, expreſſing a Deſire to read 


it, and perſuading me that it might, under God, 
be of ſome public Uſe, I have conſented to their 
Requeſts: and heartily pray God, it may be as 
favourably recerved from the Preſs as from the 
Pulpit ; I ſhall then not doubt of ſome Advantage 
ariſing to my Brethren, even from this rude and 
imperfect Eſſay. 


Plaſtow, June 13, 1758, 
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DevurT. xxiii. g. 


When the Hoſt goeth forth againſt thine 
Enemies, then keep thee from every 
wicked Thing. 


2 HE hiſtory of the Maelites fully 
| informs us of a truth, which is at 
once the moſt important, and the 
moſt pleaſing : Namely, that all human affairs 
are under the ſovereign rule and guidance 
of a juſt and holy God: And that ſucceſs 
and victory ever crowns thoſe, who truſt in 
him, and keep themſelves from every wicked 
thing. —— Read the annals of that nation, 
and you will immediately remark, that /in, 
not worldly power, was always the cauſe of 
their miſery and downfall: That holineſs, not 
the arm of fleſh, ever ſecur'd to them pro- 
ſperity and honour, — This is a point- much 

| | to 
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to be obſerved by us: For who would not 
wiſh to reſt happy and ſecure under the fa- 
vour and protection of an almighty Ruler, 
the Lord of life and death? Who would not 
with to have all his affairs under the go- 
vernance and direction of a providence, whoſe 
eye nothing can eſcape, whoſe wiſdom no- 
thing can elude? Men are too apt to forget 
this great truth, too apt to forego this ſtrong 
bulwark of hope: And trufting in them- 
ſelves and their own might, attribute events 
ſolely to natural cauſes, and remove, in their 
reaſonings and doings, a ſuper-intending, all- 
directing Providence from the world. 

Individuals, by different methods, are fre- 
quently ſhaken from this falſe confidence, 
and ſhewn the vanity of their ill-plac'd de- 
pendence : — Netions can be influenced b 
nothing but national evils; Amongſt whic 
one of the moſt dreadful, and the undoubted 
ſcourge of fin, is War : The iſſues of which 
are ever uncertain, neither determined by 
numbers, by proweſs, or council, but only 
known to and in the hands of him, in «whom 
it 7s better to truſt than to put any confidence in 
Princes. 

To ſecure his favour therefore ſhould, with 
all nations in a ſtate of war, be the firſt and 
principal ſtep: Otherwiſe little hope can 
there be of victory to their arms, little pro- 
ſpect of a bleſſing on their councils. This 
was what God required peculiarly of his 

people 


171 
people the Jews : When they went forth to 
battle againſt their enemies, and when thou 


ſeeſt, (aid the Lord, horſes and chariots, and 


a people more than thou, be not afraid of them, 


for the Lord thy God is with thee, which brought 


thee up out of the land of Rgypt. And it 
ſhall be, when ye are come nigh to the battle, that 
the prieſt ſhall approach unto the people, and ſhall 
ſay unto them, Hear, O Iſrael, you approach 
this day unto battle, againſt your enemies, let not 
your hearts faint, fear not, and do not tremble, 
neither be ye terrified, becauſe of them. For the 
Lord your God is He, that goeth with you, to 
fight- for you, againſt your enemies, and to ſave 
you. DevurT. i. 1, 2, 3.— And while they 
went forth, in this confidence, and hop'd in 
the Lord their God, ſucceſs ever attended 
them; when by ſin and difobedience they 
forfeited this confidence, and relied on their 
own arm, they were ever unſucceſsful. This 
merits our moſt ſerious notice: for it is ſtill 
the ſame God that ſitteth in heaven, it is the 
ſame Almighty Jehovah, that ruleth over all 
in is now equally odious in his ſight, purity 
and virtue no leſs pleaſing. 
Now as we of this nation are engaged in 
a war, (we truſt) equitable and lawful, in de- 
fence of our natural rights, liberties, and re- 
ligion; and as numbers of our countrymen 
are, at this time particularly, hazarding their 
lives in our defence, it behoves us faithfully 
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to do our parts, and to join all we may, all 


we can, for the procurement of our Almighty 
Father's protection; for a bleſſing on our arms, 
and ſucceſs to our endeavours. — This as 
faithful ſubjects, and as true lovers of our 
country, is immediately demanded from us. 
And to this end I would propoſe to your ſe- 


rious reflection the advice of God to his peo- 


ple the Jews, and in them tc all mankind : 
that admoniſh'd thereby, we may unite in the 
great work, and by our zealous endeavours 
ſtrive to obtain the favour of the Lord of 
Heaven. 

When the Hoſt goeth forth againſt thine ene- 

mics, then, in a particular and peculiar man- 
ner, THEN keep Thee from every wicked 
thing. 
It is a duty of conſtant and univerſal obli- 
gation, if we would have God for our God, 
to keep ourſelves from every wicked thing. 
But there are ſome ſeaſons and circumſtances 
which require us to be more exactly cautions, 
and more ſcrupulouſly exact :. as there are 
many things, which, tho' indifferent in them- 
felves, become, at certain times, highly cri- 
minal. In times of public calamity, famine, 
peſtilence or war, thoſe diverfions and plea- 
fures, otherwiſe perhaps allowable, are as un- 
reaſonable and as unfit, as they would be 
univerſally eſteem'd in a family, where mor- 
tal diſtempers raged, or the head of it was 
about to die 


There 
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There is a ſaying in an old Greet author, 
quoted by the learned Grotius *, not un- 
like this of Moſes : © Injuſtice and neglect 
of God's ſervice, are ever to be avoided, as 
moſt pernicious : but eſpecially in a time of 
war, and when men are upon the point of 
giving battle.” — And that ſure for a very 
evident reaſon : for when there is the greateſt 
need of the divine help, nay when nothing 
can be done without it, how can they rea- 
ſonably hope for it, how can they couragiouſly 
ruſh into the battle, in dependance upon it, 
whoſe whole life and manners are a bold de- 
fiance of that God from whom alone the help 
cometh ?_ 

And therefore we may underſtand this ex- 
hortation as addreſt, not only to thoſe who 
ſtay at home, but alſo to thoſe who are about 
to engage: When the Hoſt goeth forth againſt 
the enemy, then, do thou who art a part of it, 
keep thyſelf from every wicked thing. Sin takes 
off the edge of valour : Gui/f makes men 
cowards: a reaſonable and well-grounded de- 
pendance upon God is, and can be the only 
ſource of true courage +. Of ſo great im- 

B portance 


In the concluſion of his Prolegomena to his book 
de jure Belli ac Pacis. Agathias is the author. 

+ It is with great pleaſure, that I can here refer to a 
piece, called — << the duty of a ſoldier, in two letters, to 
a young officer in high command.” Where amongſt 
other very excellent things I was pleas'd to read, True 

courage 
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portance it is, that religion be found and in- 
culcated in the camp. — But as this does not 
ſo immediately concern us, I ſhall confine 
myſelf to the exhortation as addreſt, in the 
ſecond place, to thpſe who are left at home, 
when the hoſt goeih forth. to the battle. — 
They that tarry at home, the body of the 
people, and every particular perſon, muſt at 
that time eſpecially keep themſelves from every 
wicked thing: leſt by fin they provoke God 
to withdraw his preſence from the hoſt, and 
give victory to the enemy for the correcting 
of his people. For times of war ſhould be 
times * ; elſe how can we ex- 
pect God ſhould hear and anſwer our prayers 
tor ſucceſs ?” * For we may all uſe the Pſal- 
miſts - reaſoning, T I regard iniquity in my 
heart, the Lord will not hear me. | 
That we may be the better enabled to diſ- 
charge our duty, I will endeavour 1ſt, to 
ſhew, how far the injunction in the text, — 
of keeping ourſelves from every wicked thing, 
— may reaſonably be ſuppos'd to extend, and 
how far to affect each one of us. 
25 2dly, 


courage ſprings from a contempt of death, or an opinion,, 
that one ſhall not die. Contempt of death ariſes from a 
confidence in God's mercy, .or a. conſideration of honour, 
or both. Confidence in God's mercy will naturally grow 
as the fruit and effect of a good and virtuous life: and 
thoſe men will be afraid of nothing, who are, and who 
believe them/elvzs to be under the ſacred protection of Al- 
mighty God — See the Letters. 
See Henry in Loc. 
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2dly, I will briefly touch upon ſome of 
the motives we lie under, ſo to do, in our 
preſent circumſtances. 

And Iſt, for the extent of the injunction, — 
then keep thee from every wicked thing. 

We may lay theſe down as undeniable 
axioms : that all events are in the hands of 
the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : 
— That all ſucceſs depends upon, and comes 
from him. That fin and diſobedience are 
ever hateful in his ſight. That obedience 
and goodneſs are at all times the fame, and at 
all times acceptable to him. And that his 
faithfulneſs and truth are pledged to hear the 
prayers, and bleſs the juſt endeavours of thoſe 
who ſincerely ſerve him, and labour to pleaſe 
him. | 
As this is the caſe, by keeping from every 
wicked thing, we can certainly underſtand 
nothing leſs, than abſtaining from every known 
fin, and withdrawing from every wilful diſ- 
obedience to the poſitive commands of God. 

This muſt be ſuppoſed in the loweſt ſenſe 
of the words: and whoever in a ſtate of war 
eſpecially, lives in a known, wilful, and ha- 
bitual breach of any of God's laws, is fo far 
an enemy to his country, and an acceſſory to its 
ruin, as he ſerves to deprive it of God's fa- 
vour, and withhold his protection, on whom 
depends all ſucceſs. | 

But much more is implied in #eeping our- 
febves from every wicked thing, — It enjoins us, 
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not only to abſtain from groſs and open of- 


fences, but really to repent, and thoroughly 
to reform our lives: ſeriouſly to examine our- 
ſelves, by the rules of the goſpel, to amend 
our evil doings, and to turn in true faith to 
that bleſſed redeemer, who hath by his blood 
procur'd peace and pardon for all repenting 
finners. And when ſo turning to him, and 
endeavouring by his grace to preſerve ourſelves 
from every inward and outward defilement, 
to purify ourſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit, — then may we be ſaid to keep ourſelves 
from every wicked thing. : 

But we may ſuppoſe this injunction ex- 
tending itſelf ſtill further, — even to thoſe 
chriſtians, who have turned from fin, and 
live the life of faith. It exhorteth them, at 


ſuch a time, more carefully to call their own 


ways to remembrance, to ſearch more jealouſſy 
into the ſecrets of the:r hearts, and to remove 
every ching, that may in the leaſtoffend the 
pure eyes of their holy redeemer, — 70 abſtain 


from all appearance of evil. — It admoniſheth 
them alſo, to abridge themſelves, as far as 


may be, of ſuch amuſements and enjoyments, 
as are otherwiſe lawful, but not expedient 
and becoming in a ſtate of war, and time of 
danger. When it would ſurely be well, if 
all places of public diverſion were at leaſt for 
a while wholly laid afide ; and more ſeriouſ- 


neſs and ſelf-application employed for the ad- 


vantage 


[ 13 ] 
vantage of greater fervency in prayer, and 
more well-grounded hopes of the Lord's 
acceptance. 

Thus much may be ſuppoſed to be in- 


cluded in God's command of keeping our- 


ſelves from every wicked tbing: from every 
thing, immediately finful : or made fo, by 
particular circumſtances and ſituation of 


things. — It calls upon every one, to a ſerious 


and fincere repentance, to real reformation 


and holineſs of heart and life. — And as to- 


accompliſh theſe the chief burden lies upon 
three orders of men, — upon magiſtrates, and 
all in office, --- upon miniſters of pariſhes, and 
all preachers of God's word, --- upon parents 
and all heads of families, --- ſo we may con- 
ceive the injunction more particularly enforc'd 
upon theſe: whom it behoves if they would 
faithfully diſcharge their parts, as good ſub- 
jects, and render the debt they owe to their 
country, - zealouſly to unite, and ſtrenuouſly 
to endeavour, to keep themſelves, and all com- 
mitted to their charge, from every wicked 
thing. | 

Religion can never greatlyflouriſh, nor any 
extenſive reformation prevail, - unleſs theſe 
three orders of men jointly and heartily con- 
cur in the great and good work. Magiſtrates 
may ſee to the outward execution of the laws, 
and prevent notorious and avowed abuſes, 
but this will avail little if Miniſters labour not 
to amend the heart and bind the conſcience 


by 
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dy the bond of love. Min. E may endea- 
vour to do fo, but ſmall will be their ſucceſs, 
if Magiſtrates lend not the helping hand; and 
if beads of families unite not to enforce theic 
inſtructions, by early training up their chil- 
dren in the ways of God, and by inſtructing 
their families in a due knowledge thereof: 

a neglect of which is the moſt pregnant 
cauſe of every immorality. — But if each or- 


der would concur, we might again hope to 


fee truth flouriſh in our land, and righteouſ- 
neſs the ſhining ornament of our people. 

If the magiſtrate, 2nd every one in office, 
would labour to the utmoſt of his power, to 
ſuppreſs vice, to maintain and encourage vir- 
tue; and zealouſly to execute thoſe admira- 


ble laws, which already ſtand enacted, and 
want only to be executed, to make us a hap- 


people 
5 Ay Miniſter, in whatever ſtation, 
would act only as the ſervant of his Lord 
and Maſter, and have but one wiſh, one 
motive, one principle of action, namely to 
win ſouls to Chriſt, and to draw them from 
fin and from death, to Jeſus and to life: if 
in this glorious cauſe every one intruſted with 
the goſpel, would gladly ſpend and be ſpent, 


and leave nothing untried to gain to his Lord 
and judge the fouls committed to his care, — 


ever bearing in mind, that ſtrict and mot 
ſolemn account which he muſt one Mi 


Ve; 
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If every parent and head of a family would 
diligently and faithfully inſtruct in the prin- 
ciples of the chriſtian faith his children and 
dependants; or take care that they were ſo in- 
ſtructed, by ſending them to their Miniſter, 
whoſe immediate duty it is, to catechiſe, and 
take eſpecial: care of the lambs of his flock: * 
If they would give their children an early 
taſte of the goſpel, and implant in their 
minds lowlineſs and humility, inſtead of va- 
nity, pride, and as is — alas, too com- 
monly done, a love of pleaſure. and even of 
gaming. ! --- If they would endeavour to re- 
commend and enforce their inſtructions by a 
fober, righteous and godly life : if they would 
ſtrive to obtain god's bleſſing upon their own 
weak endeavours, by conſtant regular family- 
prayer : the ill-conſequences of omitting which 
are too numerous to be told: 
If Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and heads of 
houſes would thus mutually unite, religion 
would rear its drooping head, virtue and ho- 
lineſs would once more be in faſhion; it 
would be far leſs difficult for all to keep 
themſelves from every wicked thing: and 
thus kept from it, The Lord of Hoſts would 
be with us, the God of Jacob would be our 
refuge. ' 15 


And 


* See the rubrics after the catechiſm in the book of 
common prayer, and the 59th canon. 
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*> And let us not faint nor: be diſcourag'd : 
but truſt, that God will awaken the minds 
of all, or at leaſt, of many, to a due and ſe- 
rious ſenſe of things: let us hope that while 
they refle& on the importance of ſecuring the 
great Redeemer's favour—the importance to 
themſelves, to their families, to their country ; 
numbers, touch'd with a generous ſorrow, 
will forſake their evil ways, and trembling to 
be acceſſory to their country's ruin, zealouſly 
unite in all good works; and now, while the 
hoſt is gone forth againſt our enemies, care- 
fully Keep themſelves from every wicked thing. 
There is indeed another duty immediately 
incumbent. upon all at ſuch a time, which, 
if not imply'd in the exhortation of the 
text, is manifeſtly a conſequence of it; the 
duty I mean, is earneſt and importunate 
prayer to God for ſucceſs upon the army, 
when it is gone forth againſt the enemy.— 
It is not to be ſuppoſed, that they, who from 
a principle of conſcience and of love to their 
country reform their lives and abſtain from 
iniquity, on purpoſe to ſecure the almighty 
favour to their country's arms, will be want- 
ing in fervent petitions to the Lord of hoſts, 
as well for victory and ſucceſs to their 
countrymen, as for mercy, tender mercy 
from the God of all comforts to thoſe many, 
many ſouls, that fall on the day of battle ! 
Oh, my brethren, let us, who ſafe and ſe- 
cure at home enjoy the bleſſings of W 
3885 ity 
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lity and repoſe, look with a ſympathizing 
heart on the numberleſs ſufferers, midſt the 
deſolations of war; and by the holineſs of 
our lives, and {ſincerity of our prayers, move 
the God and Ruler of all nations to ſheath 
the avenging ſword, and reſtore peace to an 
unworthy people! . 
Thus then you ſee, what is the immediate 
duty of thoſe who remain in peace at home, 
while their brethren and countrymen are 
gone forth againſt their enemies. If they 
with well to their country's arms——and what 
Briton doth not wiſh well to his country's 
arms ?—they muſt keep themſelves from 
every wicked thing..-They who live in a 
ſtate of ſin muſt turn therefrom and turn to 
God ; for repentance is the only foundation 
of the almighty favour :—thoſe who uſe 
otherwiſe allowable recreations and amuſe- 
ments, ſhould abridge themſelves of them, 
during the time :—every one, in their ſeveral 
ſtations, ſhould be particularly zealous and 
exemplary in the diſcharge of their duty ; and 
with one united heart and voice holy hands 
ſhould be lifted up, and holy petitions poured 
forth to the Lord of hoſts, the giver of vic- 
tory, for ſucceſs, proſperity and ſuccour. 
And if thus we obey the Lord's command, 
we may be happy in dependance on his care ; 
with whom the multitude of an hoſt availeth 
nothing ; and who in his Sovereign Provi- 
dence frequently defeateth the beſt concerted 
70 C ſchemes, 
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ſchemes, to ſhew the weakneſs of human 
wiſdom ;—overthrows with an handful the 
moſt numerous army, and battles the attempts 
of united powers, that men may give him 
the glory, and acknowledge that he is in- 
deed a man of war, the Lord 27 Hoſis is bis 
name ! 


II. And ſince ſuch is our duty, fo plainly 
and evidently taught us in the Word of 
Truth, need I in the 2d place uſe any mo- 
tives to incline you, my brethren, to a ſtrict, 
a careful, a conſcientious diſcharge of it? — 
J know you well, you love your king, your 
country, your countrymen; and would feel a 
pain ſevere indeed, could you ſuppoſe your- 
ſelves inſtrumental in the miſery or diſtreſs 
of the one or the other. —Nay, then, for the 
ſake, of your own peace, #eep yourſelves, I 
beſeech you, from every wicked thing: turn 
from all fin; repent and believe in that only 
name, whereby you can be ſaved *. 

Common ſenſe plainly dictates to you, that 
as God is the Sovereign Ruler of all events, 
thoſe who ſtrive beſt to pleaſe him, and thoſe 
who moſt love and honour him, will be far 
molt likely to obtain his gracious defence and 
aid. Act according to the diQates of true 
Treaſon, and be ſure you will ever find the 
event happy and proſperous to yourſelves and 
others. —But if when God has commanded 

* AQs iv. 12. 
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you, to keep from every wicked thing, when 
the hoſt is gone but, if you deſire his bleſſing 
—if reaſon juſtifies the propriety of ſuch a 
conduct; what can they expect or what can 
they think of themſelves, who at ſuch a 
time ſtil] retain their impieties, and fight by 
their ſins againſt their country, far more fa- 
tally than the deadlieſt foe ? 
_ Surely if we conſider the point as men only, 
there is ſomething in ſuch a conduct highly 
ſhocking and alarming. Human nature ſhud- 
ders at the dire devaſtations of war, and the 
blood is chill'd at the melancholy recollection 
of the thouſands, and ten thouſands of our 
fellow-creatures, be they of what nation ſo- 
ever, devoured. by the bloody ſword ; of the 
many mournful widows, deſerted orphans, 
afflicted parents, weeping in ſad ſorrow over 
the field of battle. And what then-=if we 
have any humanity, any tender feeling yet 
remaining in us —what muſt we think of 
ourſelves, when conſcience ſounds the alarm, 
and aſſures us, that our crimes are amongſt 
the fatal cauſes of theſe calamities; that our 
ſins. unite to keep the glittering ſword of war 
{till drawn, and to bring down the phials of 
almighty vengeance! Think, oh think here- 
on, and then, for humanity, for compaſſion's 
ſake, as ye are men, as ye are all partakers of 
the ſame nature=——keep yourſelves from every 
wicked thing ! 

C 2 But 
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But if this will not do, Jet me ſtrive to 
move you, not as men, only, but as Engliſhmen, 
to this bleſſed reſolution.— Public ſpirit, and 
the love of our country, we are told by ſome, 
is quite extinct among us: methinks it were 
no difficult matter to diſprove that aſſertion: we 
have ſome great, ſome ſhining examples of 
public ſpirit yet remaining among us: and, 
tho' God knows, the ſpirit of ſelfiſhneſs too 
too much prevails, yet I cannot perſuade 
myſelf to believe, that your hearts, my bre- 
thren, are devoid of that laudable paſſion: I 
doubt not they glow with a generous ardor, 
and you feel, many of you, an ardent wiſh to 
promote your country's welfare. —At leaſt, 
you would not for the world be inſtrumental 
to your country's ruin, be the means of giving 
up many of your countrymen to bloody de- 
ſtruction, and caſting down the throne of 
your king beneath the footſtool, of ſuperſti- 
tion and ſlavery. Now then, you all have it 
in your power to ſhew your love, to promote 
your country's welfare ; to ſupport your mo- 
narch's throne : to ſhew it in the beſt and 
moſt ſubſtantial manner, even by keeping 
yourſelves from every wicked thing : by endea- 
vouring to manifeſt a good and holy ex- 
ample, and by promoting truth and virtue to 
the utmoſt extent of your power. Each one 
of you can do this; and thus doing you ren- 
der your country the moſt ſolid ſervice; and 
ſecure to it that divine protection, W | 
the 
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the only ſource and fountain of national felicity. 
The contrary conduct will tend to weaken 
your country's arms, to rob it of the Lord's 
aſſiſtance, and to overwhelm it in ſpeedy ruin. 
Nor let any man ſay, I am too inconſi- 


derable, I am but one: the great ſhould ſet 


the pattern,——” Trouble not yourſelf with 
the great: leave them to God and their own 
conſciences : mind you your own duty: for 
though but one, no individual is inconfider- 
able: the ſtate conſiſts of ſo many indivi- 
duals: its happineſs depends upon the con- 
duct of individuals: a national happineſs is 
the happineſs of individuals : a national re- 
pentance, a national holineſs, is the holineſs 
and -repentance of individuals. So that we 
are in this reſpect to act as if the whole ſuc- 
ceſs of the war depended on our ſingle refor- 
mation, and to attend particularly thereto, be 
our ſtate what it will, high or low, rich or 
poor, bond or free: as convinced, that the 
fins of individuals have often proved the 
downſal of nations; it was the fin of a ſingle 
Achan that troubled Iſrael, and made them 
fly before their enemies. 

Moved hereby, let us each one, as if all 
depended upon us, carefully call our own 
ways to remembrance, and endeavour to ſe- 
cure the love and favour of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt : endeavour now our hoſt is gone forth, 
to put away every wicked Thing, and to ſeek 
for ſucceſs by fervent prayer and W 
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For perhaps even now —— While quiet and 
ſecure we are bleſſed in the houſe of God 
perhaps even now the thundering terrors of 
war are ſpreading their fearful deſolations, 
and the deſtructive ſword is drinking the 
blood of many of our countrymen ! 
Perhaps even now, many of our ſriends and 
brethren, embarked in à dangerous enter- 
prize for our fecurity and defence, are lying 
breathleſs on a foreign land, or pouring out 
their ſouls midit horrid carnage and afflictive 
- wounds ! —— And think you, there is no- 
thing due to them from us? —— Doth not 
every motive perſuaſively enforce our tender 
regard? Can you reflect on their dangers, can 
you reflect on the many aking hearts left on 
Britiſh land: and on the many aking hearts, 
which may hereafter more ſeverely throb 
for the loſt huſband, father, 1 ſon 
can you reflect on theſe, and not ſhew all the 
compaſſion that can avail them, by earneſt 
prayer, and by uſing every means to ſecure 
the favour of God towards them 
As you are Chriſtians too, if at all you prize 
that ineſtimable bleſſing of the reſormed re- 
ligion, which ſo long hath bleſſed this little 
happy favoured iſland; twill add force to 
every motive, and make your zeal ſtill more 
glowing, your prayers ſtill more importunate, 
that God would crown your country's arms 
with ſucceſs, preſerve to us the happineſs of the 


1 Faith, and in pity to mankind, 
caule 
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cauſe theſe fierce wars to ceaſe in all the 
world, and bleſs us with a firm and honour- 


able peace 177 
You have before your eyes in a foreign 
PoTENTATE, ——the wonder of his Times, 


if not the wonder of all Times — a mani- 
feſt proof of the interpoſition of divine provi- 
dence, and of the bleſſings attending an 
humble dependance thereon. And - glory be 
to God ——his great example ſeems to inſpire 
and animate; while the gracious Lord of 
Love hath, in rich mercy, condeſcended, we 
truſt, to behold the humiliations and faſtings, 
to hear and accept the united prayers of the 
people of this land: blefling us with a much 
more favourable proſpect, than that which 
ere while hung gloomy over our Heads. — 
Let it be our care not to grow preſumptuous 
or ſecure, not to forget the Lord that crowns 
us with good; and can ſoon, if he ſees fit, 
change the proſpect, and defeat our deſigns. 
But perſevering in every laudable method to 
obtain his favour, let it be our joint reſolution 
ſtill more and more to labour for his love and 
grace, to beſiege, as it were, his throne by 
our repeated and earneſt cries, and to make 
durſelves proper objects of his loving favour in 
Chriſt Jeſus, by holy and exemplary lives. 
Io incite us whereto, let us all ſuppoſe our- 
ſelves called upon, by the voice of our coun- 
trymen engaged in the bloody field; by 


the voice of all our faithful and noble confe- 
Y derates; 
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« derates ; by the voice of every individual 
whoſe heart and hopes are at all moved 
by, or intereſted in the conſequences of the 
war——As we are Men, as we are Engliſb- 
men, as we are Chriſtians, as we are Prote- 
ants, now that our hoſt is gone forth againſt 
the enemy: now that—perchance the fatal 
iſſue hangs doubtful, and fearful ruin ſends 
thouſands to their irrevocable, doom ; — now 
let us keep ourſelves from every wicked Wing; 
now let us abridge ourſelves of every exceſs 
and ſuperfluity : now let us ſecure the favour 
of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord : now let us raiſe up 
pure hands and hearts to the giver of all 
victory: and convinced by the example of 
Moſes, (while whoſe hands were held up, 
ſucceſs and victory crowned the arms of 
Iſrael *) convinced thereby of how great 
efficacy prayer is, let us continue humbly 
and fervently to pray to God at all times, 
but more eſpecially now. that we are toge- 
l ther aſſembled, let us, on our bended knees, 
3K thus jointly recommend our cauſe to the God 
who heareth prayer, and . hath promiſed, 
That i, even two of us ſhall agree on earth 
i touching any thing that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be 
4 Ih done for them by their Heavenly Father. How 
| 


much rather then may we hope for his gra- 
cious hearing, when all our united defires 
aſcend up to him, and ſo many with one 


* Exod, xvii. 11, 12. 


heart 
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heart and voice ſincerely bend before him, 
and fay, 


« O Lord God of our ſalvation, in whoſe 
hands are the iſſues of life and death, of good 
and evil, and without whoſe aid the wiſeſt 
counſels of frail men, and the multitude of 
an hoſt, and all the inſtruments of war are 
but weak and vain ; incline thine ear, we 
pray thee, to the devout and earneſt ſupplica- 
tions of thy ſervants, who not confiding in the 
ſplendor of any thing that is great, or the 
ſtability of any thing that is ſtrong here be- 
low, do moſt humbly flee unto thee, O Lord, 
for ſuccour, and put their truſt under the 
ſhadow of thy wings. Be thou to us a tower 
of defence againſt our enemies, our ſhield 
and buckler in the day of battle; and fo bleſs 
the arms of our moſt gracious ſovereign in 
the maintenance of his juſt and lawful rights, 
and the advancement of the welfare of his 
kingdoms, that we being preſerved by thy help 
and goodneſs from all perils and diſaſters, and 
made happily triumphant over all the diſtur- 
bers of our peace, may joyfully laud and 
thankfully adore thy great and glorious 
Name! 

And to this end we beſeech thee to bleſs, 

in an eſpecial manner, all thoſe of every rank 

and degree, now engaged in their country's 

ſervice: protect them in all dangers, and co- 

ver their beads in the day of battle! — _ 
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*O thou Father of Mercies, and God of all 


Comforts, have compaſſion, for Chriſt's ſake, 
on all thoſe who fall in the perilous time, 


and look with tender mercy on their ſouls: 


be pleaſed to comfort and ſupport, according 
to their ſeveral neceſſities, the various friends 


and relations who are in any reſpect intereſted 


in the lives and ſafety of our people. Be a 
father to the fatherleſs, an huſband to the wi- 
dow, a friend to the friendleſs, whom deſtruc- 
tive war robs of all conſolation. And in thy 
mercy, we humbly intreat, give unto all of us 
at home, now that our hoſt is gone forth 
againſt the enemy, grace to keep ourſelves 
from every wicked thing, to reform and 
amend our lives, that we may have reaſonable 
hope of ſucceſs from thee ! — May thy divine 
Spirit work upon the hearts of all our people, 
magiſtrates, miniſters, parents, and every in- 
dividual in our ſtate, and ſo ſoften them by 
his grace, that they may with ſincere faith 
and holy love labour to commend themſelves 
unto thee, as a peculiar people zealous. of 
good works! — And when thy wiſdom ſhall 
ſee fit, we beſeech thee ſo to crown our juſt 
attempts, as to enable us to ſheath the ſword 
of war, and to bleſs and magnify thy great 
and glorious name amidſt all the comforts 
of a firm, a laſting, and an honourable peace!“ 

Theſe and all other our wants, far better 
known to thee than ourſelves, we humbly. 


com- 
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commend to thy divine favour, intreating th 
mercy for us, and for our moſt imperfect ſer- 
vices, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, by. 
whom alone we hope for a gracious accep- 
tance of our prayers here, and a gracious. ac- 
ceptance of ourſelves hereafter—— Which 
that we may find, . grant, Almighty Father, 
through the ſame Jeſys Chriſt thy Son, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 
Spirit, ever one God world without end. 
Amen, 
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Sacred to FrltnDsniP. 
Exer n Baca os | St. Matt, vi. 10. 


Henceforth there is laid up for Me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord, the righteous Fudge, ſball give me, at that Day: and 
not to me only, but unte all Gy at LOVE — RING, 
2 Tim. iv. 8. 


Numinis hic landes, hic numinis omnia plena : 

Pieridum ſi forte lepos, auſtera canentes 

Deficit : eloquio victi, re vincimus ipſa ; . 

Tu modò non ſurdam noſtris da cantibus aurem. 
AxTI-LUCRET, Lib. i. Ver, 78. 
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